Energy
Saving
Guide

Most of us are into
saving money these
days, right?
Surfing the web for the latest deals on everything from
mortgages to TVs is a way of life.
But have you ever considered the possibility of looking after
the environment and saving hundreds of pounds every year
simply by making a few changes to some of your daily routines
and the energy-generating devices in your home?
At Foley Electrical, we’re passionate about renewable energies
and work hard to stay ahead of the curve.
This sector is seeing phenomenal growth at the moment,
and the available technology is developing at its fastest
pace ever, from solar panels as small as roof tiles, to electric
vehicles which are at last close to offering a real alternative
to traditionally fuelled ones.
In fact, we believe that taking the energy we use from the sun,
the wind and even the waves will become second nature for
most of us within the next decade, which is why we intend to
lead the field when it comes to helping home and business
owners to capitalise on this exciting trend.
Welcome to our guide, in which we will aim to give you a
flavour of some of the things you could consider.
If you’d like to find out more, you can book a FREE energy
review, where we’ll take a thorough look at what you have in
place and recommend options suitable for your circumstances.
The Foley Electrical team

Has feed-in fizzled out?

A few years ago, there was a huge push
on solar panels, thanks largely to the
introduction of the Feed-in Tariff (FIT)
scheme. This is a Government scheme
designed to encourage homes and
businesses to take advantage of renewable
and low-carbon electricity generation
technologies.
Take photovoltaic (PV) solar panels, for
example. People with the maximum size
domestic systems of four kilowatts, who
installed panels and signed up to the scheme
before March 2012, are now receiving
whopping index-linked rates of 50.67p
per kilowatt-hour (pkWh) on what they
generate. Whereas, people installing
panels since 1 January 2016 are receiving
a maximum of just 4.14p pKh.
Does this mean that they are no longer
worth investing in? In our opinion, no it
doesn’t – it’s simply a case of considering
your priorities and deciding which renewable
technology is best for you, and indeed
what your personal priorities are.

The reduction in FIT payments means that
it takes longer to recoup your investment in
solar panels and other forms of renewable
energy. A typical 4kW system now costs
between £4,000 and £9,000, compared to
an average of £13,000 when the FIT scheme
was at its peak. However, the length of time
for which FIT payments are made has also
been reduced to 20 years, from 25 years, for
more recent installations. All of this means
that you need to weigh up the possible
energy savings, against the income
potential and the initial investment required,
before jumping in.
However, if making money from your
installation isn’t your only priority, we believe
installing renewable energy still makes a lot
of sense in terms of the cost savings alone,
given predictions that energy prices are set
to rise and rise. It’s worth bearing in mind
that your home must be energy rated D or
above to qualify for the highest FIT payments
too, so you may also need to invest in some
other, up front changes as well, if you’re
among the 50 per cent of homeowners
whose homes score below this level.
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What kinds of
technologies can
you claim FIT
payments for?
At the moment, the Feed-in Tariff applies to:
• Solar photovoltaic (PV) with a total installed
capacity (TIC) of five megawatts (MW) or less
• Wind turbines with a TIC of 5MW or less
• Hydroelectricity systems with a TIC of 5MW
or less
• Micro combined heat and power (CHP)
installations with a TIC of two kilowatts (kW)
or less
• Anaerobic digesters with a TIC of 5MW or less.

To qualify for the scheme, both your installer
and the products they use must be certified under the Microgeneration Certification
Scheme (MCS), as Foley Electrical is, apart
from hydro and anaerobic digestion, to which
the ROO-FIT process applies. The Feed-in
payments you will receive will depend on the
rates applicable at the time of installation,
and the energy efficiency of the property at
which you are having them installed.

More infomation about the Feed-in Tariff
system is available from www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/renewable-energy/electricity/
solar-panels/feed-tariffs. We can talk you
through your renewable energy options and
how to go about installing and applying for
the FIT scheme – when you book a FREE
energy efficiency review.
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A simpler alternative many
people miss out on
So here are some facts you may not be familiar
with, just to illustrate how things have changed, and
provide you with some food for thought:
There’s a reason why you see
road signs and street lights
being swapped for LED
equivalents everywhere you
go – it’s because this simple
switch, while requiring some
initial outlay, pays for itself over
and over again in no time – as
well as providing a better light
quality and being kinder to the
environment.
Quite frankly, it’s both a nobrainer and an opportunity not
to be missed.
That said, it’s one that many
of the customers we deal
with day-to-day are missing
out on – largely due to a lack
of information about how
lighting technology has moved
on over the last 10 years. Many
of the home and business
owners I speak to have dabbled
with LED lamps at some point
in the last decade and been
disappointed because they
were too dim, too expensive,
didn’t last long and flickered
annoyingly.

• An LED lamp will last as long as 20 ordinary
lightbulbs
• Things have moved on dramatically and dull,
oversized, unreliable, ugly-looking low energy
lightbulbs have been replaced by sophisticated
LED technology
• Because these are lower wattage, they are 84
per cent cheaper to run – times that by the
number of lamps you have in your home and
you can begin to calculate how much you could
save in lighting costs by changing yours over
• You get what you pay for and it’s important to
choose a quality lamp – you should typically
expect to pay between £4 and £12 for one
• When you’re choosing a lamp, look at the lumen
(lm) output, not the wattage, as this will tell
you how bright it is. The higher this number, the
brighter the bulb
• LEDs are now very varied and flexible, and you
can buy them in all shapes and sizes – from
outside security lights to dimmable mood lighting
for your home and large scale industrial lighting.
As well as saving money, switching them can
provide a welcome excuse to change the ambiance
of your home
• It’s important to choose the right lamp for the
right job – for example, you need specifically
labelled ones for dimmable lights
• If you’re at all unsure, it’s worth seeking our
advice before purchasing – we may even be able
to supply and fit them more cost effectively than
you could yourself.
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6 more top home
energy saving tips
1. Study and understand your electricity bill and what
it’s telling you about your usage, and make changes
based on that. Most energy companies now offer
sophisticated online accounts which chart your usage
with clever graphs and compare one year with
another. What are your trends – is there a particular
device which is causing spikes in your energy, or are
you using things like your washing machine at the
least efficient time of the day?
2. Be savvy about how you use your kitchen appliances –
save around £7 a year by only filling your kettle as
much as you really need to, and £5 a year by reducing
how much washing you do by one cycle a week.
3. Heat only the parts of your home that need heating,
and set the temperatures of each area so that you’re
only heating as much as you need to. Using devices
like room thermostats could save you around £75 a
year and turning down your thermostat by just one
degree could save you £80 a year.
4. Install smart controls, that enable you to control
the temperature and usage within your home via a
mobile app, from wherever you are.
5. As well as making the switch to LEDs, make sure you
turn off lights whenever you exit a room. This small
step can save you £14 a year on your energy bills.
6. Explore the possibilities of renewable energy for your
home. Things like solar PV panels and solar thermal
or heat pumps could power your electricity, heating,
lighting and hot water, saving you money and even
earning you an additional income at the same time.
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